DOCTRINAL AUTHORITY OF CONSCIENCE u

any temporary explanation of experience is made
final, exhaustive, infallible, binding for all possible
contingencies.

As in natural, so too in religious science, every
explanatory system and hypothesis is relative to the
data, the amount and kind of experience to hand.
It will possess a certain degree of flexibility, and be
capable of a sort of dialectical development, so as to
accommodate new facts up to a certain point. But
a day comes when our library must be pulled down
and catalogued on an entirely new system; when, in
other words, we must look out for new categories,
and new methods of development. The development
of doctrine is a familiar conception, but that of Faith,
of Conscience, of spiritual life, is less easy to grasp,
especially when it is allowed that the former but
shadows the latter, and, as a whole, is dependent on
it, in the way that science is dependent on experience
more than experience is dependent on science.

Let us return then to the primary datum of re-
ligion. Faith is not a blind, unrelated love or loyalty
or devotion, yet neither is it evoked in the first
instance by any idea of God, or of Goodness, or
of Right and Duty; these are but attempted after-
expressions of its object. What I really encounter is
a certain ideal of conduct, that seeks to impose itself
on me and to assume the control of my action in each
particular case. Of several courses open to me there
is one that inclines me unaccountably to a sort of
unqualified reverence, subjection, self-abandonment;
which does not take any account of my private
separate interests as such; which uses me as an